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Bob Behnke

Columbus, Ohio

614-445-1217
bobbehnke@franklininternational.com
titebond.com

Bob is Franklin International’s
Technical Service Manager
for the Construction Division,
handling all technical aspects
of the Titebond branded
product line of wood glues,
construction adhesives,
wood flooring adhesives, and
sealants. Bob manages a
group tasked with handling
all calls to the company’s 800
number, along with technicians

| tasked with testing

. competitive products and
| new substrates. Bob has
- worked for more than 30
| years in the adhesives

| and sealants industry

| with experience in the

. development of emulsion
. polymers, scale up from

. bench to production of a
| range of adhesive technologies,
' and development of breathable

. technology for organic and
| inorganic fabrics.

DO A DRY FIT

Clamp pieces without glue to make sure the
joints come together tightly. Test for choice of
clamps and blocks. Make blocks, strips, or pads
to protect the wood from clamping pressure. Use
double-sided tape to keep blocks, strips, and
pads in place. Fix joints that are too tight or too
loose. Water-based wood glues don't fill gaps, so
loose joints may require an epoxy adhesive. For
easy clean-up, put masking tape on all joints then
cut apart to disassemble. Bridge edge-to-edge
joints with a clamp to keep seams from creeping.
Check moisture content of all wood to ensure all
parts are within 1% moisture content. Clean away
any residual sawdust or contamination that may
keep joints from fitting tightly.

PREPARE THE GLUE, BRUSHES, TOOLS
Determine the correct glue for the project
requirements. Be sure glue is in good condition
by mixing with a small stick. If glue has settled,
stir in settled material before proceeding. If unsure
of glue, test on scrap piece of wood, clamp 24
hours, then break with hammer. Clean glue bottle
applicator tip. Clean glue brushes and remove
any loose bristles. Coat or mask any iron pipes
to avoid black stains. Arrange and orient clamps
from the dry fit for easy access

PREPARE CLEAN-UP ITEMS

For water-based wood glues, have a bucket of
water handy for spills. Spread plastic sheeting
over work surface to protect against drips.

GLUE UP
Be sure the shop and substrate temperatures are
above the chalk point of the adhesive. Consider

' gluing in stages to reduce open and total

. assembly time. A threaded rod works well as a

- tool to spread the correct amount of glue. Wipe
joints with acetone before gluing, especially for

- oily tropical woods. Apply approximately 6 mil we

- film or 250 sq.ft. per gallon. Peel off any masking

| tape when glue is slightly rubbery. Use wax

. paper under clamps if in contact with any glue

| squeeze-out. Allow squeeze-out to dry for 10-20
minutes, then remove with a putty knife. After

- gluing, remove cap from bottle and clean out glue

'~ replace with clean cap.

- DRYING

' Allow joints to dry for at least 2-3 hours before
unclamping. Best to leave for 24 hours. Allow

. edge-to-edge joints to dry for several days before

- sanding or planing smooth.
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For information about Titebond glues, including technical information and
suggested ways to apply the adhesive to maximize bonding refer to the Titebond

technical resourses webpage at:

www.titebond.com/Index.aspx



