Woodturning Evolution Segmenting Style

Art Bodwell

A couple of years back | made a few vessels inspired by a
book entitled “Woodturning Evolution” by Nick Agar and Da-

vid Springett. Their pieces are from solid wood, but of course
| thought it could be done segmented. They came out pretty well and
actually weren’t that difficult.

I’ve been wanting to do something like this using rings, but never got
around to it until recently. I've done projects with rings before, but they

always involved circles or straight sections. This one involved various
curves and changing diameters which complicated the process.

The first thing | did was sketch out what | thought | wanted it to look like
and then created a design to accomplish it. | did this all by hand because
the final vessel to the left involves three different curve centers and in-
volved a little trial and error to find the centers that would give me the
- result | wanted.

The shape | wanted had 3 sections, with a reverse
curve and a tapering section. The lower section
pieces 1-6, the middle section pieces 7-19 and the
top section pieces 20-27. The original design had
three different wedge angles, one for each section,
meaning three different sleds to achieve these an-
gles. So | redesigned it to have all the wedge an-
gles the same, in this case 7 degrees so | needed
only one sled size. Sections 1 and 3 have different
ring sizes, but the same diameter within each sec-
tion. The middle section all the rings are a differ-
ent diameter which created another issue when
positioning these on the sled which I’l explain later.

The rings all had 12 segments per ring and were

designed in the conventional manner you are
familiar with.



Once designed, the rest of the project was typical tube construction with a few twists I've
eluded to.
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Here you can see reverse angle and taper. Added ends and yellow finial for for a little
whimsy



